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Belief in and practice of witchcraft in Europe can be traced to classical antiquity and has continuous history
during the Middle Ages, culminating in the Early Modern witch hunts and giving rise to the fairy tale and
popular culture "witch" stock character of modern times, as well as to the concept of the "modern witch" in
Wicca and related movements of contemporary witchcraft.
European witchcraft - Wikipedia
The Malleus Maleficarum, usually translated as the Hammer of Witches, is the best known and the most
thorough treatise on witchcraft. It was written by the discredited Catholic clergyman Heinrich Kramer (under
his Latinized name Henricus Institoris) and first published in the German city of Speyer in 1487. It endorses
extermination of witches and for this purpose develops a detailed legal and ...
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